
report drinking behavior compared to 24 percent of the married 

White students. The difference between freshman and junior 

students is much more evident in the case of White students. 

Again the low grade point average is associated with drinking 

behavior. Yet the direction of casualty is not clear. Is it 

frustration, low self-esteem that results in drinking behavior 

for the low GPA students? Or it is the drinking problem and its 

adverse consequences which results in lower GPA? 

4 . Correlates of Drug Use Among Students 

To examine the correlates of drug use, a variable was 

created and coded as following: If the student reported use of 

drug at least once during last year, the variable was coded (1) • 
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. If the student did not report any use of drug during last year, 

the variable was coded (0). Note that the use of drug is use of 

Marijuana as only a small percent of the students reported use of 

other drugs. The mean of this variirble was calculated for each 

category of the socia-demographic variables (Table 10) . There are 

significant gender difference for drug use both for �B�l�a�c�~� and 

White students. Female students are less prone to use drugs. The 

differences between single and married students is significant 

among Black students. Black freshman students report more drug 

use compared to seniors. The class pattern among White students 

is not consistent. Among black students those who do not work to 

earn money have the least reporting of drug use. This is opposite 

to the situation for White students. The relationship between 
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drug use and GPA is a negative one. students with higher GPA have 

a lower rate of reporting about drug use . This is true for both 

Blacks and Whites . 

CONCLUSXON 

In recent years college enrollment has been considered as a 

high risk activity as measured by the increase in illegal and 

alcohol abuse on campuses around the country . The study reported 

here examined the situation in a predominantly Black universi t y 

in southeastern United states . The data revealed serious to 

moderate problem with respect to alcohol and drug use among t he 

students . Serious drinking and drug use problems are reported by 

students. It is easy to find regular drinkers and drug users 

among students . 

The negative consequences of alcohol use is reported by 

students. These negative consequences influence the academic 

performance of the students directly and indirectly. In this way 

the problem perpetuates itself . The students who miss classes or 

tests, get involve in argument or get into trouble with ~olice as 

a result of alcohol use , will come out with frustration and anger 

and anxiety , which by themselves result in further use of 

alcohol . 

The students drinking and drug use problem starts in high 

school and not at college . Most student who drink or use drug 

start in high school . The college i s a less restricte d 

environment and hence it is easier for the user to report about 
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him or herself . The Black-White difference are significant for 

alcohol and drug use. Black students report less in both cases . 

The most important correlates of drug and alcohol use is gender. 

Grade point average is also correlated but we need more studies 

to specify the direction of the causal ity. Given the fact that 

freshmen students report a ~igher level of drug and alcohol us e 

and most users starts using a high school, it seems that a pol icy 

intervention should target male freshman students as soon as they 

enroll . There is need for preventive program for arriving 

students who see the college environment as a less restricted 

situation for some of the habits they have developed at high 

school. 
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Table 1. Comparison of Sample and Population Characteristics 

Charactersitcs Population Sample 

Mean Age 26.0 22.5 

Percent Black Students 68.1 68.0 

Percent Male Student 34.0 31.7 

Pecent In-State Students 93.0 92.0 



Tabla 2. Drinking Behavior During Two Weeks Prior to the Survey. 

Number of Drinks at 
Ona Sitting Percent Reporting 

Nona 71.5 

Once 9.9 

Twice 9.7 

3 to 5 times 6.0 

6 to 9 times 1.4 

10 and more times 1.6 

Total 100 



Table 3. Average Number of Drinks Per Week as Reported by the St 

Average Number of 
Drinks Per Week Percent Reporting 

None 59.2 

1 14.8 

2 8.1 

3 4.5 

4 3.6 

5 1.4 

Six and more 8.4 

Total 100 



Table 4. Age at Which the Student Started to Drink Alcoholic Beverages 

AGE Percent Reporting 

Under 10 3.3 

11-12 1.2 

13-14 6.1 

14-15 16.1 

16-17 25.6 

18-25 23.5 

Do not Drink 24.0 

Total 100 



Table 5. Places the Students Have had Alcoholic Drinks 

Place 

On Campus 

in Residence Hall 

Off Campus 

At Residence Place 

In Car 

Percent Reporting* 

21.1 

22.6 

33.1 

28.1 

14.6 

*Because of multiple responses, the percentage docs not add up to 100. 



Table 6. Adverse Effects of Alcohol Use Among Students 

Effects of Alcohol 

Had a hangover 

Performed poorly on a test 

Missed class 

Been in troble with police 

Damage property, pulled fire alarm, etc. 

Got into argument and fight 

Drive a car under the influence 

Behave been taken advantage of sexually or 
or have taken advantage of another sextually 

Have been heart or injured 

Tought about committing suicide 

Percent Reporting* 

42.2 

35.6 

12.8 

4.1 

1.1 

16.6 

16.3 

8.0 

5.5 

1.7 

* Because of multiple responses, the percentage does not add up to 100. 



Table 7. How Often Students Have Used Drug During Last Year 

Number of Times 

None 

Once during last year 

Six times during last year 

Once a month during last year 

Twice a month during last year 

Once a week during last year 

Three times a week during last year 

Total 

Percent Reporting" 

86.6 

7.2 

1.9 

1.0 

1.4 

1.0 

1.0 

100 

*Drug use refers to use of Marijuana. There was about 3 percent reference to other drugs. 



Table S. Age at Which the Student Started to Use Drug 

AGE Percent Reporting 

Under 10 .2 

11-12 .5 

13-14 3.5 

14-15 5.2 

16-17 15.3 

18-25 6.8 

Do not use drug 68.5 

Total 100 

·See footnote Table 7. 



Table 9. Relationship between Socio-demographic Charactheristics and Using Alcohol 

Independent Variables 

Gender: 

Male 
Female 

Marital Status: 

Single 
Married 

Class: 

Freshman 
Sophmore 
Junior 
Senior 

Working Status: 

Full-time Work 
Part-time Work 
No Work 

Grade Point Average: 

Very low 
Low 
Average 
Good 

Desire for Alcohol Availibility 
on Campus Parties: 

Yes 
No 

Grand Mean 

N 

Percent Reporting Alcohol Use * 

Blacks 

45 
19 

27 
22 

30 
26 
31 
25 

16 
29 
27 

50 
36 
17 

4 

46 
13 

28 

331 

Whites 

52 
22 

58 
24 

44 
47 
33 
30 

35 
48 
30 

.. 
60 
48 
21 

63 
23 

38 

156 

"Students using 5 or more than one drinks at one sitting during two weeks prior to the survey . 
•• less than 10 cases in the cell. 



Table 10. Relationship between Soclo-demographic Charactheristics and Using Drug 

Independent Variables 

Gender: 

Male 
Female 

Marital Status: 

Single 
Married 

Class: 

Freshman 
Sophmore 
Junior 
Senior 

Working Status: 

Full-time Work 
Part-time Work 
No Work 

Grade Point Average: 

'Very low 
Low 
Average 
Above Average 

Desire for Drug AvailibiJity on 
on Campus Parties: 

y~s 

No 

Grand Mean 

N 

Percent Reporting Drug Use'" 

Blacks 

30 
13 

19 
10 

20 
23 
10 
18 

12 
26 
14 

i/o 
20 
16 
8 

18 
17 

17.8 

331 

Whites 

22 
17 

17 
14 

11 
40 
12 
20 

9 
20 
25 

•• 
15 
15 
11 

23 
15 

18.3 

156 

'"Percent of students using drug such as Marijuana during the last year . 
• ·Iess than 10 cases 


