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Elder Abuse

Linda Juma and Booker Juma

Abstract

The great majority of older people live on their own or with their spouses, children, siblings,
or other relatives–not in institutional settings. When elder abuse happens, family, other household
members, and paid care givers usually are the abusers. There is no single pattern of elder abuse
in the home. Sometimes the abuse is a continuation of long-standing patterns of physical or emo-
tional abuse within the family. Perhaps, more commonly, the abuse is related to changes in living
situations and relationships brought about by the older person’s growing frailty and dependence
on others for companionship and for meeting basic needs.
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