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Octobor 24, 1821,
Dear Mr. Chosnutt,

It is very unpleasant fer us %o
return a mapuseript o you witiieut a »nropos-
al to publish, kecauss on psrsonal grounds
we would much rathor accopt thun decline.

Businoss conditions in {the pub-
lishing trodo ars presty badly nized at pres—
ont, as possibly you know. Ths outlook for
the future is nore or less unsertain because
of the unsottled business cvoaditions ond the
oxtremely strong conpetition in tha field of
fictione Bricfly, we haven't bson able Yo
seo clearly %ho probable sale for your nev
story at our hdnds large enough to make the
results pleasing elther to you or to us, and
we cannot belleve that it would »s wise %o
maka the venture in the fasas of abscdute dis-
trust. 1f we are wrong, no doubt somebody
olss will be wisar than we, but we cannct do
otherwine, in view of all the conditions, than
to writo you in this frank way and return the
manuseript. ' '

Te are sonding it by this mall,
under neparato cover, and we romaln, with
regrots,

Sincorely yours,

Mr, Charles W. Chosnutt,
Cloveland,

Ohipe

HRG/T
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