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Changes to COMM 490

m Added the ACRL standards to the syllabus and explained the standards on the first
day of the course

m Further stratified the large research project

m Integrated the ACRL standards into all aspects of the assignment, but particularly
the research proposal.

m Arranged a library instruction session for the class




Integration into syllabus and course

Statement on Information Literacy:

Part of learning research skills iz learning how to gather and evaluate information. As such, this course is committed
to helping students learn and cultivate information literacy. Information literacy is defined by the Association of
Colleges and Research Libraries as a set of competencies enabling students to “recognize when information is
needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.”™ (ACEL website)
Assignments for this course were designed with the ACRL standards for information literacy in mind:

1. The mformation literate student determines the nature and extent of the information needed.

2. The information literate student accesses needed information effectively and efficiently.

3. The information literate student evalvates information and its sources critically and incorporates selected
information into his or her knowledge baze and value system.

4. The information literate student, individvally or as a member of a group, vses information effectively to

accomplish a specific purpose.

The information literate student understands many of the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the

nse of information and accesses and uses information ethically and legally.
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Stratified Research Assignment

m Jopic

m Formal Research Question or Hypothesis
m Research Proposal

m Annotated Bibliography

m Outline

m Final Paper
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Pre-test and Post-Test
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Comfortability with ACRL Standards
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