
Fayetteville State University Fayetteville State University 

DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State University DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State University 

Charles Chesnutt FSU Founders 

1898 

5-1 Letter to Mr. Page March 20, 1898 5-1 Letter to Mr. Page March 20, 1898 

Charles W. Chesnutt 
Fayetteville State University 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/charles_chesnutt 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Chesnutt, Charles W., "5-1 Letter to Mr. Page March 20, 1898" (1898). Charles Chesnutt. 21. 
https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/charles_chesnutt/21 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the FSU Founders at DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State 
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Charles Chesnutt by an authorized administrator of 
DigitalCommons@Fayetteville State University. For more information, please contact ltreadwell@uncfsu.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/
https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/charles_chesnutt
https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/fsu_founders
https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/charles_chesnutt?utm_source=digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu%2Fcharles_chesnutt%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu/charles_chesnutt/21?utm_source=digitalcommons.uncfsu.edu%2Fcharles_chesnutt%2F21&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:ltreadwell@uncfsu.edu


fii.kkAiFs ■ -...■.•.:J... ■.: - V' '-J^-

fgjl 2/ I W.XM' M‘--P“BS:- ,,P>kue^- ._".
- enclose you herewith trie six "conjure" stories you sug

gested that I write ■eSSJ-k.i.- with a view to maga zine and
r^tc ., ,is- .

book publi cat ioh>v i- .i wc-ekad—faithfully on themy~a~rit~~i f ■ c-hey—

arr.rnt-up to the ’.i. nh—i-t-ra—no f-fire-s tcrrteg^nremselves',

?tv; rnt—o f-t.he r ° 711 r,~.t though—p»ehteps—thatJ^cj0.uld-he-_irflp.rov,ed. upon .
L / w .-1 ti"!%*■'■ ■ s.

I have followed in general the lines of the conjure stories you
read ?■ 7

have^already, and I imagineAthis batch are similar enough and yet

unlike enough, to make a book.

In one of them, "Hotfoot Hannibal", the outside and inside

stories are both strong, and I have g ive rp^wxErVrst-iGe, so that there
. ~ . , , .is room for editorial choice, onebeing taken from tne cun-

jure story and the other from the outside story.

In the case of "Mars Jeems’s nightmare" the transformation

suggested is not an entirely novel one, but the treatment of it

is, so far as I know. I have

would be "De Noo Nigger", but

word quite so much; it ia all

thought a good

I don!t care to

title for the story

right for Julius, but it might leave

unless perchance the wholeme under the suspicion of baFtaste

title’s being in dialect should redeem it.

Speaking of dialect it is almost a despairing task to write

it. What to do with the troublesome r, and the obvious inconsis-

tency of leaving it out vrhere it -ijj- in good English, and putting

it in where correct speech would leave it out, how
‘'^xjza^r-'' • t-

such wo ltrs as here'and "year". "othe r" and "another"
' C.1

neither", and so on, is a ’stractin’" task

to express

"either and

The fact^

is of course, that there is no such thing as a negro dialect that

what we call by that name is the attempt to expresszwith such a

degree of phonetic correctness as to suggest the sound,English pro

nounce 1 as an ignorant old southern negro would be supposed to

"peak it, and at the same time to preserve a sufficient approximu-

n to the correct spelling to make it easy reading. 1 have f' 



ken the bull by the horns in the case of the word. "you". To spell

it "yer" all the time would not be as it would be spoken, and to

avoid apparent inconsistency I have spelled it "you" all the way

through. I do not imagine I have got my dialect, even now, any

more uniform than other writers of the same sort of matter. If

you find these stories available, I shall be glad to

receive any suggestions in the matter of the dialept or anything 

else.

I hope you will like the stories and that you may find it

the magazine^as wellpossible to

year if possibleas for book

three conjure stories heretofore written by me and pub Of the

has a good deal of extraneous matter in it

a trifle coarse here and there

remain,

publication, within the current

ation, which I know yo u ywfrtrmaetx w ill be glad to<7them worthy of, I 

use them , or some of them, for

Hoping that these stories ^/may meet with favorable consider

lished. oney "The Conjurer’s Revenge", the mule transformation stox’y, 

Sincerely you is,
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